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Streets of Hope 
PrePrePrePre----listening activitylistening activitylistening activitylistening activity    
 
Read the following information about Liverpool 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liverpool, c 1680 History   
In 2007 Liverpool celebrated the 800th anniversary of its 
foundation, after it gained its charter from King John in 
1207. 
For the following 500 years it remained just a small 
fishing village. 
New opportunities meant that the first dock was built in 
1715. 
In the 19th century Liverpool became Britain’s most 
important transatlantic port, and the second most 
important city in the British Empire. 
By the end of the 20th century things conditions had 
deteriorated so much that Liverpool qualified, under the 
EU development strategy, as one of Europe’s poorest 
areas. 
 
 

Geography 
Situated on the NW coast of 
England, at the mouth of the river 
Mersey, Liverpool has flat arable 
lands to the north, and is separated 
from Wales by a peninsula called 
‘The Wirral’.  It is connected to 
Manchester, some 45 kilometres 
east, by road, rail and a ship canal. 
 

Trade  New trade opportunities, 
including salt from nearby salt mines in 
Cheshire, helped to develop the little 
fishing village into an important city. 
 
From 1715 on, Liverpool became the 
apex of the slave triangle between 
Africa, the Caribbean and America and 
Europe.  From Liverpool firearms, 
alcohol and textiles were sent to Africa 
where they were traded for slaves who 
in turn were traded in the Caribbean for 
sugar, tobacco and raw cotton which 
were sent back to Liverpool to complete 
the triangle, which then started all over 
again. 
 

When air travel 
supplanted sea 
travel by liners 
Liverpool started 
its rapid decline, 
and the decrease 
in trade & a 
shrinking Empire 
along with 
greater trade with 
Europe from 
Britain’s south 
coast ports 
sealed 
Liverpool’s 
economic demise 

A New Role 
When the slave trade was 
abolished in Britain in 
1807 Liverpool continued 
to grow however, and 
became one of the most 
important points of 
embarkation for 
emigrants to Europe to 
the Americas and 
Australia, and as a point 
of arrival for immigrants 
from the Caribbean, 
China and Ireland 

Where is Liverpool? Mark 
with a cross! 

Early 19th century Liverpool 
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Accent 
The Liverpudlian or ‘Scouse’ accent is 
very distinctive.  It is quite unlike the 
accents in the rest of the North West of 
England (which in themselves are 
distinctive) and is a fusion of many 
accents and sounds, containing some of 
the lyricism of nearby Wales, Irish vowel 
sounds, and glottal stops that have a life of 
their own. 

The people of Liverpool.  
People who come from Liverpool are 
known as ‘Liverpudlians’ or as 
‘Scousers’, and they tend to call people 
who are not from Liverpool 
‘Woolleybacks’ – not a compliment! 
Liverpudlians come from a  very 
cosmopolitan city (see ‘Trade’ – many 
of the would-be emigrants never made 
it beyond the city and joined the 
numerous immigrants, making 
Liverpool Britain’s first multi-cultural 
society).  There is a distinctive culture 
about Liverpool, and its citizens are 
famous for their strong sense of 
community, their sharp sense of 
humour while enduring great hardship, 
and a great ability to entertain others.  
Their fierce loyalty to their two football 
teams should not be ignored! 

The Liver 
Building on 
the waterfront, 
with the Liver 
Birds (right) 
sitting on top. 
Legend has it  
that if the 
Liver birds 
ever fly away, 
then Liverpool 
will be 
finished. 
The statue in 
front is of King 
Edward VI. 

Pronunciation 
'Liver' in 'Liverpool' is pronounced liv'er, 
with a short 'i' sound 
'Liver' in 'Liver Bird' is pronounced līv'er, 
with a long 'i' sound 
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New developments 
The decline of the port of Liverpool, and the 
problem with what to do with the dock area 
near the heart of the city has led to the 
transformation of the Albert Dock into a 
busy and exciting commercial and tourist 
development.  An old, disused waterfront 
has become a major attraction for visitors 
and residents alike 

Famous People 
Probably the best known 
Liverpudlians were the Beatles.  
Many famous Scousers tend to be 
entertainers of one sort or another, 
including comedians Ken Dodd, 
Leonard Rossiter and Alexei Sayle, 
writers Beryl Bainbridge (who 
wrote ‘Clap Hands, Here Comes 
Charlie’) and poets Roger 
McGough and Adrian Henri.  
Politicians – Bessie Braddock, Lord 
Gladstone, Edwina Curry (but who 
has heard of them?!) ….oh, yes,  
and a race horse called Redrum! 
 
 
 
According to the citizens of Liverpool, 
Ken Dodd, a local comedian, is 
frequently chosen as the top artist of 
the city, more so than any of those 
above. He recently gained the 
Freedom of the City of Liverpool.  He 
is virtually unheard of outside of the 
UK. 
 

Football 

Liverpool has two 
top class football 
teams – Liverpool 
and Everton. 
Both of these teams 
attract enormously 
enthusiastic loyalty 
from their fans, and 
can be seen as an 
icon in the local 
culture.  
 

Above, the 
'Fab Four' and, 
right, Levi 
Tafari, poet. 
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Questions:Questions:Questions:Questions:  What can you remember?  Without looking back, can you answer the following questions? 
 
1. For most of Liverpool’s 800 years, it was a) a busy port  b) a sleepy fishing village  c) the centre of 

the slave trade. 
 
2. The people of Liverpool are known affectionately as  a)‘Woolleybacks’  b) ‘Scousers’ c) 

Liverpoolers 
 
3. The people of Liverpool tend to live in isolation from each other.  True or FalseTrue or FalseTrue or FalseTrue or False 
 
4. Most famous people from Liverpool seem to have something to do with   

a) entertainment b) racing  c) politics 
 

5. The people from Liverpool speak with accents like that of nearby Manchester.  True or True or True or True or FalseFalseFalseFalse 
 
6. Liverpool is situated on the a) south west coast of England b) north west coast of England  c) west 

coast of Scotland. 
 
7. Slaves were sent to Liverpool as part of the slave trade.  True or False.  True or False.  True or False.  True or False. 
 
8. Name the 'odd one out' (i.e. who doesn't fit this group?) 

A. Leonard Rossiter   B. Roger McGough   C. Alexei Sayle     D. Ken Dodd 
 

9. Which word below can 'liver' in ‘Liverpool’ be rhymed with? 
River Mother              Driver  Deceiver         Weaver 
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Streets of Hope 
Follow Up ActivityFollow Up ActivityFollow Up ActivityFollow Up Activity    
 
In the poem, Levi Tafari was defending his city against criticisms and was telling us how much he loved 
it.  Think about your own community.  Would you defend it against other people (from the outside) 
criticising it?  Make a list of the criticisms you think people might make, and what your defence would 
be (in any!).  Then make a list of all the positive qualities of the place and the people who live in it. 
 
Possible criticisms Your defence Positive qualities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


