School Runnings
Pre-listening activity

1. In British schools there are usually a series of lessons followed by breaks. In Levi’s poem ‘School
Runnings’ he talks about a whole day at his school in Liverpool. Here is his programme for the day,
but it is mixed up. Put it into the correct order into column A below.

Catch the bus home

Catch the bus to school

Given detention*

Final set of lessons

First set of lessons

Lunch break

Registration

* detention: a punishment - staying at school for extra work aiter the school day has finished

|

2. During the poem, Levi describes some of the activities of the day. Here are some of them. Put them
where you think they might go in Column B to correspond with the programme of the day. Some will
happen at the same time

Arrives late to school

Avoids paying the bus fare

Chatting up the girls

Dennis the Menace bullies another boy

Exhilaration at being free again

Has argument with the teacher about learning about ‘dead men’

Says he has a stomach ache

Student smoke cigarettes

Takes a school exam



School Runnings
Follow up activity

The poem is spoken and written in the style of speaking that is common in Jamaica in the West Indies.
(This is where Levi's family come from). It is not easy to listen to, and it is confusing the read at first
as it copies pronunciation rather than English spelling rules, and the grammar is different (for example
‘we' — or ‘wi’~ can mean ‘we’ or ‘our’). Here is the beginning of the poem, with a standard English
version next to it.

TING-A-LING-A-LING TING-A-LING-A-LING

de school bell ring The school bell rings
TING-A-LING-A-LING TING-A-LING-A-LING

wi a guh learn sinting We are going to learn something
Had to guh to school Had to go to school

dat’s de government rule that's the government rule

a comprehensive school a comprehensive school

inna Liverpool in Liverpool

Dem teachin They are teaching
Art. TD Art, TD (technical drawing)
’ Domestic Science, PE (physical education)
History and Geography,
Biology and Chemistry
Mathematics, French,

Domestic Science, PE

History and Geography,
Biology and Chemistry,
Mathematics, Physics, English and Physics

English and French All these things we used to learn
All these tings we use to learn In an English school.

Inna English school

Here is another part of the poem (in the playground during a break). See if you can work out what
each word means and write it in standard British English.

See him yah

De mafia de gangsta

rude bwoys rule

Dennis de menace

de cock of de school

Him guh up to one bwoy

and ask him te him money

de bwoy laugh aiter Dennis

but Dennis never tink dat funny

Dennis grab him

de bwoy start te sweat

Him seh

“A fret yuh de fret an yuh nuh get nuttin yet.”
“Wait till four o clock a gwan bruck you neck”
well de atmosphere is violent

there’s goin to be a fight

Dennis de menace

A guh do it tonight




