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Reach for the StarsReach for the StarsReach for the StarsReach for the Stars    
Pre-listening activity 
 
1.  Look at the list below of different types of books.  How many types have you ever read?  Tick the 
ones you have. 
 
Crime / Detective storiesCrime / Detective storiesCrime / Detective storiesCrime / Detective stories    
    
Adventure storiesAdventure storiesAdventure storiesAdventure stories    
    
Text booksText booksText booksText books    
    
Love storiesLove storiesLove storiesLove stories    
    
Science FictionScience FictionScience FictionScience Fiction    
    
DictiDictiDictiDictionariesonariesonariesonaries    
    
Horror storiesHorror storiesHorror storiesHorror stories    
 
 
2.  How many more types of books can you add to the list?  Have you read any of them?  If so, tick 
them. 
 
3.  Now make a list of all the types of books you have ticked in questions 1 and 2 in column A below.  
Then, in column B write the names of at least two books of each type. 
 
Column A Column B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
4.  What do you think the poem ‘Reach for the Stars’ is about?  Why do you think it has this title? 
 
5.  Listen to the poem.  How many of the types of books you wrote down in question 3 are mentioned? 
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Reach for the StarsReach for the StarsReach for the StarsReach for the Stars    
Follow up activity 
 
1.  In the poem, Levi talks about books that give factual information and fiction books that appeal to 
the imagination (though factual books can also stimulate the imagination).  Here are some of the books 
he mentions in the poem.  Put them into the category ‘Fiction’ or ‘Factual’ (if you think they belong to 
both categories, put them in both categories). 
 
BOOKS on poetry 
BOOKS about sports 
BOOKS for girls 
BOOKS for boys 
with sounds effects 
that make lots of noise 
BOOKS on animals 
BOOKS on religion 
BOOKS that give you 
INSPIRATION! 
BOOKS with Witches 
casting spells 
BOOKS that you can 
scratch and smell 
picture BOOKS 
that have no words 

Autobiographical BOOKS 
Portraying someone’s life 
Horror BOOKS 
with a sting in the tale 
BOOKS for people 
who read in Braille 
BOOKS on romance 
BOOKS on the famous 
BOOKS on fashion 
BOOKS on war and outer space 
BOOKS about the people 
of the human race 
BOOKS that teach 
You how to cook 
You can even get 
BOOKS about BOOKS 

 
 
Fiction books Factual books 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2.  “I like reading and I like going to see films but I prefer reading books because the images they 
create are better.”  Do you agree or disagree with this statement.  Why?  Why not? 


