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Pre-listening Activity 
 
 Before you listen to the poem, answer these questions: 
 

• What might the title mean?     
• How could a poem be unfriendly to ozone/environment?      
• Why would a poet want to write such a poem?      
• Make a list of things that damage the planet (not just the ozone layer):    
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What is ozone?  
Ozone is a gas made of oxygen atoms. It can be found at ground level where it is a pollutant and a health hazard. But the useful 
ozone in the upper atmosphere, known as the ozone layer, is being destroyed. Here, ozone absorbs some of the potentially 
harmful ultraviolet radiation from the sun. 
 

Which chemicals damage the ozone 
layer?  
A group of chemicals known as halocarbons destroy 
ozone. The most familiar of these are 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). 
Aerosols and old refrigerators have released CFCs 
into the atmosphere. UV radiation breaks down CFCs 
in the upper stratosphere, releasing chlorine. Once 
released, chlorine becomes a catalyst of ozone 
destruction. A catalyst is something that makes a 
chemical reaction happen more easily, but it remains 
unchanged or reforms by the end of the reaction. It 
can then take part in the reaction again. 
During this process, the ozone molecule is destroyed 
while the chlorine catalyst reforms. A single chlorine 
atom in the stratosphere can destroy about 100,000 
ozone molecules. 
The chemicals released into the upper atmosphere 
destroy ozone. However, pollution at ground level 
creates ozone, which can also affect life 
 

Graphic from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ozone_layer  
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Follow up Activity 
    
 
Words can be creative  
Words can sound great 
We can use words to instruct 
And to communicate, 
These words are not destructive 
Violating a tree,  
Because 
This poem is OZONE FRIENDLY 
 
My words take shape 
they are organised 
they won’t burn the EARTH’s skin 
like pesticides 
they’re not manufactured using CFCs. 
Because 
This poem is OZONE FRIENDLY. 
 
 
1.  Levi uses the modal verb ‘can’ to describe words.  This implies that words can also be uncreative 
and not sound great.  Can words be destructive?  If so in which way?  Give examples. 
 
2.  Most of us do things that are not good for the planet.  This might range from cutting down trees and 
not replacing them to using non-replaceable fossil fuels for our energy source.  (How is the electricity 
you use produced?).  Make a list of five things that you and/or your family do that potentially harm the 
planet.  Compare your list with a colleague.  Alternatively, make a list of five things you and/or your 
family do which are done deliberately to try and prevent damage to the planet (for example being 
especially careful with water or using low energy light bulbs). 
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