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Here are some traditional rhymes which have been taught to young children in the UK for many years.  
Most of them date back hundreds of years.   They are known as nursery rhymes. How many of them 
mention animals?  How many mention children?  Which ones appear almost surreal? 
 
Hickory Dickory Dock 
The mouse ran up the clock 
The clock struck one 
The mouse ran down 
Hickory dickory dock 
 
There was an old woman 
Who lived in a shoe 
She had so many children 
She didn’t know what to do 
 
Jack and Jill went up the hill, 
To fetch a pail of water; 
Jack fell down, and broke his crown, 
And Jill came tumbling after. 
 
 
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall; 
All the King's horses, and all the King's men 
Couldn't put Humpty Dumpty together again. 

Old Mother Hubbard; 
Went to the cupboard, 
To give her poor dog a bone; 
But when she got there 
The cupboard was bare, 
And so the poor dog had none. 
 
 
Little Bo Peep has lost her sheep 
And doesn’t know where to find them 
Leave them alone and they’ll come home 
Wagging their tales behind them 
 
Georgy Porgy, pudding and pie, 
Kissed the girls and made them cry. 
When the boys came out to play, 
Georgy Porgy ran away. 
 
Mary had a little lamb 
Its fleece as white as snow 
And everywhere that Mary went 
The lamb was sure to go 
 
 
Hey diddle diddle the cat and the fiddle 
The cow jumped over the moon 
The little dog laughed to see such fun 
And the dish ran away with the spoon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choose one or more the nursery rhymes above and consider the title of Levi Tafari’s poem – Nursery 
Crimes.  Levi has changed the words of the nursery rhymes to fit a crime which might be found in a 
modern urban environment.  Which crimes do you think he chose for the nursery rhymes you are 
looking at? 
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Take a children’s poem or nursery rhyme or traditional children’s story from your own country and turn 
it into an alternative urban version, in English.  It doesn’t have to be a rhyming poem. 
 


