
 

BlankBlankBlankBlank    
Pre-Listening Activity 
 
This poem is NOT called ‘Blank’!  Its name can be discovered by working out the missing word in the 
poem.  The blanks in the poem are the same word, and also the name of the poem. 
 
Read the first part of the poem below and try to decide which word is missing.  It is quite probable that 
you will not know the word in English, so try to guess what the concept being talked about is.  Clue: it 
is NOT a person! 
 
 
________ I love you 
you mean so much to me 
Oh ________ your beauty 
Is far richer than the eye can see 
My ________ embraces me 
from my head down to my toe 
Oh ________ I would never forsake you  
this I want you to know. 
 
You lie with me  
when I sleep at night  
You guide me  
through the day  
You take me to 
a higher height 
I love to watch 
you at play. 
 
I often face heavy abuse 
when you're out with me 
some people haven't got my ________  
so they show their jealousy 
But no matter what they say or do 
It won't stop me from loving you 
 



 

Melanin 
Follow Up ActivityFollow Up ActivityFollow Up ActivityFollow Up Activity    
 
    
    
Human skin colour can range from almost black (due to very high concentrations of the 
dark brown pigment melanin) to nearly colourless (appearing reddish white due to 
the blood vessels under the skin) in different people. Skin colour is determined by the 
amount and type of melanin, the pigment in the skin. Variation in skin colour is largely due 
to genetics. As a general pattern people with ancestors from tropical regions (hence greater 
sunlight exposure) have darker skin than people with ancestors from subtropical regions. 
This is far from a hard and fast rule however, because many light skinned groups have 
managed to survive at the equator by way of social adaptation. The same can be said of 
dark skinned groups living at subtropical latitudes.  
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When I born, I Black 

When I grow up, I Black 

When I go in sun, I Black 

When I scared, I Black 

When I cold, I Black 

When I sick, I Black 

When I ill, I Black 

When I die, I still Black 

And you white fella 

When you born, you pink 

 When you grow, you white 

When you go in sun, you red 

When you scared, you yellow 

When you cold, you blue 

When you sick, you green 

And when you die, you gray 

And you calling MEMEMEME Coloured? 

 
 


