
 

A Match Made in HeavenA Match Made in HeavenA Match Made in HeavenA Match Made in Heaven    
Pre-Listening Activity 
 
In this poem by Levi Tafari, some of the verbs have been removed.  In the box that follows the poem 
there are a collection of verbs – more than you need to fill the gaps.  Use your sense of language, and 
poetry, to choose the best verbs to complete the poem. 
 
A Match MA Match MA Match MA Match Made in Heavenade in Heavenade in Heavenade in Heaven    
 
When Father Time ____  Mother Earth 

he ____ her a great big juicy kiss 

Mother Earth’s temperature ____ to rise 

now her life is ____ with bliss 

 
Father Time ____ to Mother Earth 

I ____ you 24 hours a day 

to which Mother Earth ____ “Ooh la la!” 

and they ____ to play 

 

Mother Earth then ____  with joy 

that ____ Father Time tick 

they ________ to be together 

their encounter ____ the trick 

 
Now Mother Earth ____ in Father Time 

as he ____ her 24/7 

eternally they ____ together 

a match ____ in heaven 

 
glued          began      is wrapped      span      met      meets      said      made       
 
began      will love      made      embraces      did      are joined      gave      replied       
 

filled                 were destined 



A Match Made in Heaven 
 

Follow Up Activity 
 

It may seem to be an indiscreet thing to ask, but just how old is Mother Earth?  Read the following 
explanation, and put the numbers from the box in the appropriate space. 

 

The Earth is a constantly changing planet. Its crust is continually being created, 

modified, and destroyed. As a result, rocks that record its earliest history have not 

been found and probably no longer exist. Nevertheless, there is substantial 

evidence that the Earth and the other bodies of the Solar System are _______ 

years old, and that the Milky Way Galaxy and the Universe are older still. The 

principal evidence for the antiquity of Earth and its cosmic surroundings is: 

The oldest rocks on Earth, found in western Greenland, have been dated by four 

independent radiometric dating methods at _______ years. Slightly younger rocks, 

________ years in age, have been found in southern Africa, western Australia, and 

the Great Lakes region of North America. These oldest rocks are metamorphic rocks 

but they originated as lava flows and sedimentary rocks. The debris from which the 

sedimentary rocks formed must have come from even older crustal rocks. The 

oldest dated minerals at ________ years are older than the rocks and are tiny 

zircon crystals found in sedimentary rocks in western Australia. 

 

The oldest Moon rocks are from the lunar highlands and were formed when the 

early lunar crust was partially or entirely molten. These rocks, of which only a few 

were returned by the Apollo missions, have been dated by two methods at between 

________ years in age, so older than any rocks on earth. 

 

The majority of the ________ well-dated meteorites are more or less the same age 

as the moon and have ages of ________ years. These meteorites, which are 

fragments of asteroids and represent some of the most primitive material in the 

solar system, have been dated by ________ independent radiometric dating 

methods. 

 

The "best" age for the Earth is based on the time required for the lead isotopes in 

four very old lead ores (galena) to have evolved from the composition of lead at the 

time the Solar System formed, as recorded in the Canyon Diablo iron meteorite. 

This "model lead age" is years.  Happy Birthday, Mother Earth! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

70   

5 

3.4 - 3.6 billion 

3.7 - 3.8 billion 

4.4 - 4.5 billion 

4.4 - 4.6 billion 

4.5 - 4.6 billion 

4.0 - 4.2 billion 

4.54 billion    
    


