The Liquid of Life
Pre-reading Activity

1. How many ways can you think of that will cause water resources (rivers, streams, lakes, ponds etc)
to become polluted?
How might contaminated water affect the health of ordinary people?

2. Look at these words from Levi Tafari’s poem ‘The Liquid of Life’,

abundance lead (metal)
abuse murky
cheaper natural
clean pleasure
green pollute
contaminate pure
destruction thirst
element toxic
environmentally friendly treasure

a) Sort these words into columns according to whether you feel the words have positive, negative or
neutral meanings. Some may fit into more than one column.

Positive Negative Neutral

b) Match any words that rhyme

¢) What is the poem about and what does it suggest we do?




The Liquid of Life
After Reading Activity

You are going to make
a point to a local
factory that has been
accused of polluting the
local water system.
Design some banners
for a demonstration —
you want to get some
TV coverage of your
protest — and write a
paragraph for the press
(a press release of less
than 80 words)
explaining what you
are protesting about,




