The Blessing in my Wiie
Pre-listening activity

What is the best thing in your life? Is it a person, and animal or something else? How would you
express the pleasure it gives you?

Quite often we use idioms to express extreme feelings. Which of the following do you think express
positive things and which express negative things?
A piece of cake

Butterflies in my stomach

Let the cat out of the bag

Lose your head

The apple of my eye

The cream of the crop

The icing on the cake

The Lily of the valley

The Rose of Sharon

The straw that broke the camel’s back

The sunshine in the morning

As you can guess from the fitle, this poem is a love poem to the poet’s wife.




The Blessing in my Wiie
Follow up activity

Use some of the idioms in the poem and above to write your own poem about someone who means a

lot to you - it could be your mother!

You can alternatively use the following template to construct your poem.

Line 1 — Their first name

Line 2 — Four descriptive traits

Line 3 — Brother/sister/parent of
Line 4 — Lover of (people, ideas etc)
Line 5 — Who feels...

Line 6 — Who needs ...

Line 7 — Who gives....

Line 8 — Who fears...

Line 9 — Who would like to see/ to feel.
Line 10 — Who believes in ....

Line 11 - Resident of ......

Line 12 - Their last name

Example

Mary

Stubborn, sensitive, curious, impatient
Never stops fighting for lost causes
Family and learning

Happy at home

Problems to solve

Encouragement to those who need it
Pain, dark and grief

The Great Wall of China

The goodness of people

Liverpool

Smith




