
Archaeology 
Gaia Holmes 
 
Before Watching and Listening 
 
 
ar·chae·ol·o·gy   
noun. 
The systematic study of past human life and culture by the recovery and examination of 
remaining material evidence. 
 
 
 
1.  How old do you think artefacts have to be before they are studied by 
archaeologists? 
 a)  10 years b)  100 years    b) 500 years  c)  1000 years or more 
 
 (there may be more than one right answer) 
 
2.   How many living things are subject to archaeological study? 
 
3.   Look at these lines from the poem ‘Archaeology’ by Gaia Holmes.  Would you 
describe this as an archaeological thing? 
 
You can define your past as history; 
seal it in an envelope marked Forget, 
but it returns to you as a mantra 
 

• Why would the poet want to make something history, 
and put it in an envelope marked ‘forget’?  

• What kind of event do you think the poet is trying to 
forget? 

• Is the poet thinking about a particular person? 
 
 
4.  Which of the five physical senses do you personally think 
most evoke memory? 

 
 sight  
 smell 
 sound 
 taste 
 touch 
  
 

 
 

• Think about an instant when one of these senses made you remember 
something unexpectedly.  You don’t need to tell anyone else about (unless you 
really want to, of course!) 



Archaeology 
Gaia Holmes 
 
After Listening 
 
 
1.  Which of the five senses do you think are evoked in the poem?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Gérard de Lairesse - Allegory of the Five Senses (1668) 

 
 
2.    
 
his look exhumes every emotion 
that you’ve ever laid to rest 
 

exhume   dig out or unearth buried corpse 
lay to rest   place in grave in tomb 

 
Explain ‘his look’ in the context of the poem.  What triggered ‘his look’ and what 
efforts of the poet does this undo? 


