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The Storm 
Word Work 
 

1. Words at Work 
 
Look at these words from the story ‘The Storm’ by Louise Cooper.  Decide which 
column they will best fit into, according to the context of the story. 
 
drag 
fell 
grunted 
hammered 
hissing 
rushed 
scattered 
screamed 
sobbed 
stumped 
sweeping 
thundering roar 
 
Describes sounds Describes movement 
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2.  Language in Use 
 
Look at the first paragraph of the story 
 
 
The father heard the hissing sound high overhead.  He looked up, and to his horror 
saw the boiling mass of clouds sweeping across the sky 
 
 
There are three examples of the –ing form used, but they are different from each other.  
The first and second – ‘hissing’ and ‘boiling – are used to describe other words (‘sound’ 
and ‘clouds’)and so are adjectives.  The third is used to describe the way the clouds 
are moving, and so it is a verb.  In all cases, however, the effect of continuous action is 
emphasised. 
 
Look at this paragraph form the story.  Underline all the –ing form words.  Are they 
working as adjectives or as verbs? 
 

Then the rain began. It was a drenching downpour, hot and stinging and choking. 

Everyone scattered, desperately trying to reach shelter. But there was no shelter from that 

rain. Screams rang out above the roaring sky. Bodies fell, struck down by the deadly storm. 

The father tried to drag the mother to safety as the rain hammered down on them. He heard 

her cry out, saw her collapse. And he was coughing, choking, half drowned and half 

poisoned. The world blurred. The screams faded. And he fell, to lay dead with her, among 

the bodies of their children and their neighbours as, at last, the clouds moved on and the 

rain stopped.  

 
Now compare that with a rewritten version of the same part of the story. 
 

Then the rain began. It was a drenching downpour, hot and stinging and choking. 

Everyone was running, desperately trying to reach shelter. But there was no shelter from 

that rain. Screams were ringing out above the roaring sky. Bodies were falling, struck down 

by the deadly storm. The father was trying to drag the mother to safety as the rain was 

hammering down on them when he heard her cry out and saw her collapse. And he was 

coughing, choking, half drowned and half poisoned. The world blurred. The screams were 

fading. And he fell, lying dead with her, among the bodies of their children and their 

neighbours as, at last, the clouds began moving on and the rain stopped.  

 
Underline all the differences in the new version.  What effect does this have on the 
story – it doesn’t change what happened, so what does it change? 
 
Now you try to do the same with this part of the story: 
 

Other families had heard the noise and seen the clouds now, and panic broke out in the 

community as all the parents rushed to gather their children together. But there were so 

many children, and so many different places for them to play.  


