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Pre-reading 
 
A.  At the beginning of the story, we meet Byron and the narrator.  Byron is quite 
excited. 

 
'You know how to make goat curry?' he asked this time, squinting through his lenses. 
I indicated, with a little nod, the pile of chopped neck and scrag ends. 'You need goat.' 
'I know. But what then? You know what to do?' 
'Why curry, Byron?' I had always thought of him as more of a sausage and chips kind 

of guy, if not actually bangers and mash. 
A smile curled out of the corner of his mouth. 'I met this amazing girl.' His head seemed 

to shrink down as an elderly bearded gentleman in a white kurta squeezed by for a hunk of 
meat. 

'So, you want goat curry now?' I hadn't thought of it as an aphrodisiac - halal or not. 
'She's from your hometown.' 
'Mine?' 
A small storm clouded his face. 'Colombo, Sri Lanka, right?' 
I waited. I could see he needed time. His lips had turned dark again. He tugged at the 

neck of his shirt as though his heart was in trouble. Then he blurted out. 'I told her I can make 
curry and rice.' 
 
 
1.  What kind of shop are they in?  In 
which city do you think this shop is? 
 
 
2.  Why do you think Byron wants to 
know how to make goat curry? 
 
 
Later, we discover some information about the girl Byron has met.  She is called 
Rehana, and she is being discussed by a group of ‘aunties’ – older Sri Lankan women 
at a party. 
 

The object of her vilification turned out to be Rehana: the siren who had destroyed the 
emotional balance and equity holdings of Mrs Amarasekara's favourite nephew - Kaiser. 'She 
led him on, you know. She just led him on until she got her hands on the house in Borella and 
then everything went phut.’ 

'Phut?' Mrs De Silva, the presiding grandmother who had just joined the party, echoed 
looking puzzled. 

'Within eighteen months of the marriage she'd sold the front garden, then the back 
garden, and then the house - just because she wanted to come and pussyfoot in England. 
Kaiser went to pieces.' 

'Pussyfoot? Kaiser?' Mrs De Silva echoed again, now thoroughly confused. 
'She left the poor boy and came here, pretending to study, and got involved with some 

German professor and stripped him of all his possessions.' 
The lady next to Mrs Amarasekara pulled her pashmina tight around her shoulders. 

'You mean in front of everyone? Shamelessly?' 
'Took him to the cleaners. The professor lost all his money. House, land, a fortune in 

Bavaria. Now she's gone to Middlesex.' 
 
3.  What is Rehana infamous for 
doing? 

squinting  partially close eyes to see better 
scrag end  meat from the neck of animal 
bangers and mash sausages & pureed potato 
kurta   item of clothing; long shirt 
halal   meat prepared according to Shari’a  
blurted   speak suddenly & impulsively 

vilification  damnation; intense dislike 
phut   stopped; went wrong 
pussyfoot  to go around like a criminal/spy 
pashmina  scarf or shawl made of wool 
take to the cleaners steal everything 
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B.  Now you are going to use what you know about the characters to construct a 
story about them.  Use the questions below to help give your story some form. 
 
 
1.   Where is Byron from? 

2.   Where did Bryon and Rehana meet? 

3.   What are Byron’s plans? 

4.   What advice does the narrator give Byron? 

5.   What do the narrator and Byron plan to do? 

6.   What happens as a result of their plan? 

Note:  Why is the story called ‘Goat’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief Glossary  (Meanings given apply to this story.  Some words may have other 
meanings in different contexts.) 
 

 
coax   gently persuade 
entwine   tied together 
fisticuffs  a fight with hands 
goat   ruminant mammal; (informal) someone who has been made a fool of 
gourd   group of vegetables that include pumpkin (see), cucumber etc 
jumpy   nervous 
mopped  used cloth to remove moisture 
mutton   meat from sheep 
political fug  small, enclosed; unhealthy 
pugnacious  combative nature 
pumpkins  large fleshy vegetable 
pungent  strong, sharp smell 
recoiled   moved in shock 
rust bucket  an old car 
skirmish  minor fight 
skirt (vb)  to go around; avoid 
sly   clever, but concealing intentions; devious 
smug pride  self-satisfaction 
thawing   the process of becoming unfrozen 
tome   thick book 
whatchmacallit expression to denote one doesn’t know the proper name for something 

(from “what do you call it?” 


